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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

October 
 

1st   Katy Golding-Ellis 
3rd   Gill Taylor 
        Erin Sylvester 
6th   Dave and Sue Pugh  

wedding anniversary 
7th   Julia and Tim Bush 

 wedding anniversary 
8th   Robin Rogers 
16th   Cheryl Quinn 
18th   Kayleigh Stowell 
  Wendy and Sotoris Papasolomontos   

wedding anniversary 
22nd  Troy and Julian Gale   

wedding anniversary 
26th   Justin Naish 
27th   Jack Treble 
29th   Stefan Beardshaw 

St John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
October:  
Jean Woods, Heather Jenkins and Tina Middleton 

November: Sarah Clark  and Marianna Mackay 
 

December : 
Week 1 - Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 
Week 2 -  Caroline Holden, Hazel Limage 
Week 3 -  Iris  Callow, Heather Jenkins 
Week 4 -  Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 
 

Thanks go to Brenda for helping Barbara Middleton with the 
cleaning in September it was much appreciated. 

 

Baptism- Parker Timothy Diffey 

  

At the August Family Service in Kenn 
Church, Parker was baptised in the 
presence of his English family and friends.  
 
The service was called 'What's in a 
Name?' and Celia began her talk by 
asking us all to find something which 
proved our identity.  
 
We thought about who we are, and 
reflected on how unique and precious we 
are in God's sight, and on that day, 
particularly Parker.  
 
Baptisms are a nightmare for the coffee 
makers, sometimes the guests exit quickly, 
on their way to the 'bunfight', or, as in this 
case, everyone stays to chat.  
 
Thank you so much to the stalwart crew 
who made coffee 'til the cups ran out, and 
then washed them all up. 
 
Tim and Julia Bush (Parker's Granny and 
Grandpa Pom) 
 
PS Back in Melbourne, Parker's Australian 
family were pleased to get copies of the 
service and news of a lovely day. 
  

Church Floodlighting 
 

Our church was floodlit on Sunday 11th 
September for our Harvest Evensong. 
 

Our flag was not flown in September. 

Kenn‘s Harvest Supper 
 

I would like to thank all those who again made 
the Harvest Supper a great success. From the 
Duck Lane team, to vegetable peelers, 
pudding makers and all those who attended.  
 

We managed to raise £538.09 which will be 
given to the Jessie May Trust. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all again next 
year. 
 

Caroline Hicks 

Altar Cloth Repairs 
 
The Church Room has been a hive of activity 
recently where Deborah Wilding has been  
carrying out much needed repair work on the 
Church Altar Cloths.  
 
These highly skilled repairs require much 
close needlework with lots of gold thread.  
 
The first frontal has now been restored to its 
original beauty and Deborah will continue until 
Kenn can once again be proud of the Church 
linen.  
 

Marianna  
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Harvest Festival at Kenn 
 
On the second weekend in September, Kenn Church was beautifully decorated in celebration of this year's 
Harvest Thanksgiving. Many of the arrangements featured sunflowers in rich colours, which looked lovely 
against the stone of the church walls. At the morning Family Service children took their offerings to the altar 
at the beginning of the service, to be distributed later to villagers 'of riper years'.  
 
Celia began her talk by passing out presents, with instructions not to open them yet. Then she talked about 
us having to wait for the fruition of our plans, and God's plans, which happen in the fullness of His Time.  A 
good example of this happens when the farmer prepares the land and sows the seed, but has to wait 
patiently for the miracle of germination, and the maturing of the crop, which, despite scientific advances in 
abundance, is still beyond human capability. 
 
Later, at Harvest Evensong, Paul Stalder reflected on the ancient act of Thanksgiving for the harvest, which 
started as a simple act thousands of years before the establishment of formal religious practice, but is 
unchanged in its deepest meaning. 
 
Next morning, the Harvest offerings were parcelled up and distributed about the village and congregation, for 
which the church wardens have received letters and messages of thanks. 

           Julia Bush  

KENN‘S HARVEST SUPPER  
 
Many thanks to the Duck Lane Team for providing us all with such a super evening - a delicious 
roast, truly superb puddings, cheeses, coffee and mints  - an opportunity to meet  old friends and 
make new as well as raising funds for the Jessie May Trust. 
 

 
Robert Down‟s  picture shows: 
 
Suzanne Golding-Ellis 
Caroline Hicks and 
Troy Gale   
(slaving away in the kitchen!!) 
 
It was a great night and we really hope 
that the team is prepared to look after 
us again next year. 
 
 

 John Ball and Julia Bush 
        On behalf of the Village of Kenn 

  

Harvest Thanks Giving 
 
It was my privilege to be able to attend  Harvest Family Service on Sunday September 11th at Kenn 
Church.  My daughter Heather pushed me up in my wheel chair. It was great to meet so many old 
friends.  It was also a special day for me because I was baptised on Harvest Festival Sunday in 
1926, so it was the 85th anniversary of my baptism.  Jean and I were very grateful to receive some 
of the harvest produce, when it was distributed to the elderly associated with Kenn Church. 
 

Many thanks, Ray Naish 
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2.00 pm Wednesday  
 

26th October 
 

KENN VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

Proceeds to Village Christmas Parties 

 
Help and Jumble needed contact: 

 
Jean Fenwick 01275 875073 
Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 
 

 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

margaret.john@btinternet.com 
 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

Thursday 6th October 10.00am 
 

Viewing at Saleroom 
 Wednesday  5th October   10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday  24th November10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 22nd November 2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 23rd November 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
 

 
 

 and Coffee Morning will be held in 

Kenn Village Hall on Saturday 8th October   
10:00am till midday.  

Recycling -  4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 
 
Dustbin -  11th  and 25th 
 
Green Waste -  4th, 18th October 

 
Kenn Women‘s Institute 

  

Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 
 

Wednesday 12th October 
Speaker - Anita Simmons  talking 

about the Street Children of Honduras 
All welcome 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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Off to Bristol 
 
Diane Ford and Bernice Amat, who come from 
London, have owned Moat Cottage at Nailsea 
Wall since 1984 and have spent a lot of happy 
times in the village.   
 
Over the years they have rescued many 
horses and donkeys from slaughter and the 
animals have been able to live out their lives 
in the wonderful country air. 
 
Sadly Diane and Bernie have decided that it is 
too much for them to carry on; so the ponies, 
namely Daisy-May, Rosie and Leo are now 
living at Horse World at Whitchurch. 
 
They have now sold the property to Stephanie 
and Terry Stamp who will soon be taking up 
residence.  Diane and Bernie are delighted 
that Steph and Terry, who come from Yatton, 
are taking on the property as they feel it will be 
in good hands. 
 
The „girls‟ would like to thank everyone in the 
village for being so welcoming and friendly, 
especially their neighbours Andrea and Hans. 
 
They have made a very generous donation to 
church funds in gratitude for the 27 years they 
have spent in this lovely village. 

Margaret Ball 

Do you want  
SHIRLEY BURGER in KENN ??? 
 
On 7th September 2011, Shirley Burger  applied 
for a Street Trading Consent for a Catering Trailer 
selling hot and cold food and drinks on the site of 
the former garage on Kenn Road, next to the 
Drum and Monkey.   
 
The proposed times of trading are 7am to 4pm, 
seven days a week.   
 
Anyone wishing to see a copy of the full 
application should visit the Village Hall  Notice 
board. 
 
If you would like to comment on this application, 
you should email  
 

[licensing@n-somerset.gov.uk] or write to:  
The Licensing Team, North Somerset Council, 
Warne Road Depot, Warne Road, Weston-super-
Mare, North Somerset, BS23 3ND, within 28 days 
of the application (ie, by 4th October 2011), 
quoting: 
 
REF:  C&CS/LSC09/034593 
APPLICATION FOR A STREET TRADING 
CONSENT 
NAME OF APPLICANT: Shirley Burger 
PROPOSED SITE: Kenn Road, Clevedon 
 
Further information on criteria for Street  Licences 
can be found at: 
 
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Your+Council/
Licences+and+permits/Street+Trading/ 
 

John and Margaret Ball 

The Coffee Morning - 23rd September at 
the Church Room  
 
was very well attended and the cakes were 
really scrumptious - Thanks go to Hazel 
Limage for hosting this event and for forward-
ing the proceeds amounting to £178.00 to the 
D.E.C. - at 15.55 on the same day they con-
firmed that the payment had been received 
and would soon be helping the  
 

EAST AFRICA  CRISIS APPEAL 
 

Thanks to everyone who supported this most 
worthwhile cause. 

 
 

Charity Equine Table Top Sale 
At Kenn Village Hall 

On Tuesday 4th October 60m-9pm 
 

Turn your unwanted tack into some cash and 
come along to our table top sale. Tables cost 
£5 and it is free entry to come and browse. 

Tea, coffee and cakes will be available 
throughout the evening and profits will go to 

our local charity „Horse World‟. 
So please come along and support the  

welfare of these animals. 
Limited tables - to book, please call 

07807725062 or 07502305062 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Your+Council/Licences+and+permits/Street+Trading/
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Your+Council/Licences+and+permits/Street+Trading/
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Mr. Cook, resplendent in a waistcoat and tie adorned with an  
ostrich motif, came to tell the members of the Kenn W.I. all about 
keeping ostriches.  They are very expensive and large birds and 
should have made his fortune but as often happens things do 
not always work as they should.   
 

A lot of the eggs turned out to be infertile and because the shells 
are so thick several chicks perished before they could chip their 

way out.  Ostrich skin makes very beautiful soft leather and the bags and purses made from it are 
real luxury items.  Several of our members bought steaks to try – the meat is fat free and apparently 
delicious.     We all await the verdict. 
 

In October we are looking forward to hearing Anita Simmons relate her experiences with the street 
children of Honduras.  If there is anyone who has not heard her talk and would like to come we will 
be delighted to see you on Wednesday October 12

th
 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

We have heard that a group of women in Yatton are setting up an Institute there.  That is very good 
news and we wish them well and look forward to meeting them at events in the future. 
 

Ann Holtham 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Time moves on and people and places change and although the Village Hall may appear to be in its own 
time warp many changes have taken place. 
 
Over the last ten years we have removed the old stage, had the kitchen replaced, new windows installed, 
constructed a new entrance porch and built a new patio area at the rear.     We have also replaced the cur-
tains and bought new equipment for the kitchen, new tables and chairs and a PA system.   This is on top of 
all the other smaller repairs -  painting, repairs to the roof, mending doors, replacing old fire escape lights etc, 
and other general day to day tasks, which are carried out by members of the Committee and some very kind 
volunteers from the Village, for which we thank you very much for  your help. 
 
The roof sadly is beginning to deteriorate – we have had a few leaks - and running repairs have been under-
taken.  Over the next year this will be our next big priority. 
 
On a much smaller scale, the old wooden chairs are beginning to show their age, and we are gradually going 
to phase some of them out.     If anyone would like to own one of these chairs for posterity, please contact 
me and for a small donation to Hall funds you could be a proud owner of part of the Hall‟s history! 
 
If anyone would like to book the Hall, I have now taken over the role of Booking Secretary from Jean (who is 
still  an active Committee Member and key holder) and, I am sure you will all join me in thanking her and Ire-
ne for all their hard work.  They have been quite a team in administering all the bookings.  Irene will continue 
to be our brilliant Treasurer.  We also have a new member on our Committee, Sizzle Summerell and we wel-
come her.   
 
We hope on the whole we get things right and everything runs smoothly but, to err sometimes is only human!  
As you will appreciate the running of the Hall is all done voluntarily and we try to do our best in organising 
and maintaining the facility for your use and enjoyment.   We are very mindful that there is a “younger” gener-
ation in the Village who are very enthusiastic and keen to arrange events.  So  many people  comment on 
how lucky we are to have the Hall and how it is a wonderful enhancement to the Village and community life.   
It is there for all to use, young and old and the not so old ! 
 
Thank you everyone for your support and continued use of the Hall. 
 

Sarah Clark 
Hon Secretary and Bookings Secretary, Kenn Village Hall 
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The Parish of Yatton Moor — Services for October 2011 

 
1st Sunday  2nd October THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY GREEN 

YATTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30 am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
9.30am  Harvest Family Communion at Yatton  
11.00am First Sunday Special at Claverham  
11.00am  Family Service with Holy Baptism at Kingston Seymour  
 ~ Sofia Rosanne Miles & Cheryl Miles  
6.00pm  Harvest Evensong at Yatton*  
 
2nd Sunday  9th October THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY GREEN 
CLEEVE HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham 
11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving Communion at Cleeve 
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn  
6.00pm  Deanery Choral Evensong at St Nicholas, Portishead  
6:00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
  
 
3rd Sunday  16th October THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   GREEN 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
12 noon  Holy Baptism at Yatton  
6.00pm  Evensong at Kenn*   
 
4th Sunday 23rd  October THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – Bible Sunday  GREEN 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
11.00am  Parish Family Service at Claverham  
11.00am  Family Service at Kenn  
6.30pm  Ecumenical Service at Yatton Methodist Church 
6.30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve  

 
5th Sunday  30th  ALL SAINTS‘ DAY         WHITE 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
10.00am  Team Patronal Communion at Kingston Seymour  
6.00pm  Evensong at Claverham  
 
HOLY DAYS IN OCTOBER  
 
Wednesday 19th October Luke the Evangelist  
                      RED 

11.00am    Holy Communion at Kenn 
 

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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Down on the Farm 
 
We realise that for a large part of this summer, the weather has been disappointing for holiday 
makers, but for farmers in this part of the country it has been the best year that anyone can 
remember. 
 

We've had enough rain to make everything grow at a tremendous rate. There has been wonderful 
growth of grass, and as the area is largely a livestock farming area, it has been ideal.  Also there 
are reports from the corn growing areas in the South West of England that they have had wonderful 
crops of grain, much better than expected. In contrast, we've read a report from a farmer who grows 

1,000 acres  of wheat in East Anglia, he  
reports that the yields of grain are so 
disappointing that the 2011 harvest is one 
to forget. 
 
By the time these notes are being read in  
October, the harvest of maize for cattle 
feed                         will be underway. 
This is a crop that was almost unheard of 
10 years ago. But now there is an   
enormous acreage of it grown, because it 
is a heavy crop yielder.   When it's 
processed through  harvesting  
machinery, it is a great feed  especially 
for dairy cows. In fact, some farmers  who 
keep large herds of cows feed maize 
silage  to their cows almost the whole 
year round! 
 
 This year is also a fantastic year for fruit   
growers, both apple and plum trees, in 
most  cases, are heavily laden with fruit, 
part of this  is due to there being 
practically no frost  throughout the 
springtime.   So all of the  blossom has 
set and turned into fruit.  We have read a 
report that some Cider makers   have 
started processing apples a month earlier   
than usual. 
 
There has been such a huge amount of 

grass that many farmers have harvested their third   crop of silage.    It looks like there will be no   
shortage of animal feed this coming winter, but it all depends on how severe the winter is.   Dairy 
farmers are reporting that their cows are producing large quantities of milk due to the abundance of 
grass that was grown in the fields this year. 
 
Buyers from all parts of the country are still flocking into two large Somerset markets, also  these 
two  markets are  attracting cattle and sheep from all parts of the South of England.   If buyers want 
large quantities of  animals, they  have to come to  Somerset where these  animals are available. 
These two markets are attracting buyers and sellers of cattle and sheep from South Wales. 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish, written by Leon Naish 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday 1st October 7.30pm 
AUTUMN BY CANDLELIGHT 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
 

Tuesday 4th October 6-9pm 
Charity Equine Table Top Sale 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Saturday 8th October 
Village Market  and Coffee Morning 

10.00-12noon 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Tuesday 11th October  

‗Village Lunch‘ 
12 for 12.30 

The Moorend Spout, Nailsea 
                                                        

Wednesday 12th October 
Kenn W.I. -7.30pm 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Saturday 22nd October 
Charity Coffee Morning 

10.00-12noon 
The Church Room 

 
Wednesday 26th October 2.00pm 

JUMBLE SALE 
Proceeds to Christmas Party Funds 

Kenn Village Hall 

 

Friday 28th October 1.00pm 

History Project Lunch 

The Walled Garden at Wrington 

 
3rd/4th December 

Photographic Exhibition 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Wednesday 7th December 3.00-5.00pm 

Christmas Party for our older residents and friends 
Youngsters are invited to help! 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Friday  9th December 
Carol Singing and Christmas Tree Lights 

Church Path Cottage/Village Green 
 

Saturday 17th December 
The Willows, Kenn 

10.30am 
Punch/Pies/Coffees 
For local charities 

 

Thursday 22nd December 4-6pm 
KENN CHILDREN‘S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Kenn Village Hall 

                                   
        Saturday 17th December 
 
                       10.30 a.m. 
 
          PUNCH/PIES/COFFEE 
    
                        at 
               The Willows, Kenn 
    
£3.50 (£1.50 children under 12)               

Proceeds to Local Charities 

 
Lise‟s Party November 12

th  

 

 All Kennites welcome. 
 

4pm „til 6pm at the farm,  
(back door please),  

for afternoon tea and light refreshments. 
 

Then 8pm „til Midnight 
 at Kenn Village Hall; 

 
 Licensed alcohol sales provided by 

‘Kenn Knights’  

and seriously scrumptious  
home-cooked food  

with live entertainment by the  
‗Cosy-Jacks‘ band.  . 

History Project Lunch  
 

The monthly lunch of the History Project 
Group will be held at The Walled Garden at 

Wrington at 1pm Friday October 28th  



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 278 OCTOBER 2011 

11 

The Early Days at Stonehouse Farm, Continued... 
 

In the early years of the 1930s, my father had a new cow shed built to tie up 10 cows. This enabled 
him to expand his dairy herd up to about 26 cows. He had a contract with Bristol Co-op to take 55 
gallons of milk a day and no more.  So any surplus milk over that, my mother had to make into 
butter or cheese, which was mostly sold to local people.  
 
Of course, having these extra cows, all milked by hand, required more labour. So at that time, two 
men were employed; Percy Holder and Reg Bessant. Percy was the „The Carter‟ or „Horse Driver‟. 
While Reg considered himself to be the „Cow Man‟. He also spent a lot of his time delivering Cider 

with a horse and cart.   By this 
time Victor, my father, was also 
expanding his Cider business. I 
remember, one time when there 
was a shortage of apples in this 
part of the country, he had apples 
for grinding delivered from 
Belgium, at £2 a tonne.   Also, he 
had apples delivered from the 
Yeovil area. This was all high 
quality fruit, that made the best 
Cider. 
 
Victor expanded his Cider 
business by buying a filter, Cider 
was put     through this filter to 
take all the sediment out. this left 
the Cider very clear.   It was 
bottled up and sold to special 
customers all over the country and 
delivered by rail. As we have 
mentioned before, GWR 
transported this Cider around. 
They picked it up from 
Stonehouse Farm and delivered it 
all over the country in cases of 
twelve bottles for three shillings a 
case. This process went on until 
the war started in 1939.    By this 
time, they had given up the land at 

Russ, so a few less cows were milked and by this time Victor only employed one man, Reg  
Bessant. I was about to leave school then, so I took on the part of the extra man aged 13! 
 
After the war had been in progress for about 2 years, thousands of    Italian soldiers were taken 
prisoner in North Africa and were   gradually shipped to England.  Reg Bessant was offered a good 
job of showing the prisoners, camped at Yatton, how to repair the sea walls between Clevedon and 
Kingston. This was a much better job than he had at Stonehouse Farm previously. So basically my 
father and I were left to do the work on the Farm. This continued until the end of the war in 1945. 
 

 Dictated by Ray Naish, written by Leon Naish 

 
Pictured: Victor Naish, Mark Biddle, Tootie Clarke, Teeky Gibson and Teeky's brother (on holiday from the USA) enjoying a drink of Cider   in the 
cider house at Stonehouse Farm (c1950). 
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‗Village Lunch‘ 

 
The next Village Lunch is on October 11th 
at The Moorend Spout.  
A very sociable occasion and good food. 
                                                                          
     Join us 12 for 12.30. 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION  
 FURTHER DETAILS 

 
As previously announced, Robert Down and 
Steve Thole,  local photographers from the 

village, will be holding a joint exhibition of their 
work on  

 
Saturday 3

rd
 and Sunday 4

th
 December  

at the Village Hall in Kenn.  
 

The exhibition will be open to the public from 
10am to 5pm each day.  

 
Entrance is free and refreshments will be 

available. 
 

The exhibition will be a mix of Robert and 
Steve‟s best work and the themes will include 
landscape, street and abstract photography.  

 
Prints will be available for sale during  

the exhibition. 
 

Why not pencil  the date in your diary now and 
come along for a browse! 

 
 

FORUM SPEAKER 
 

FAROOQ SIDDIQUE, Muslim Chaplain at 
Bristol University, will address a Forum in 
The Chapter House at Yatton on Thursday 

20th October at 8.00pm 
 

The title of the talk is  
 

―DEMYSTIFYING ISLAM‖  
 

and he says he will welcome questions 
—no subject taboo. 

 
 

The visit is organised by the  
Team‘s Education and Nurture Circle 

 

 
Christian Aid Quiz Night—9th September 
 
Thanks to everyone who supported the great 
fun Quiz Night held in the Chapter House.  As 
a result £454.00 has gone to Christian Aid. 
 
The Mission Circle wishes to thank everyone 
who supported the event and gave so 
generously. 
 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning– August 
Kenn Church Room 

 
Many thanks to all who supported Celia‘s 

Coffee Morning—£122.00 was sent to 
Christian Aid for the East Africa Appeal. 
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BIRD NEWS 
 
Both Hartley Staples and John Croxton have reported single sightings of a Hobby over Kenn in the 
first half of September, but the unsettled weather has been less than ideal for Hobby searching.       
Several people, including me, think that there has been a general decline in numbers across Som-
erset this year.   I haven‟t seen one over Yatton which is unusual.  The Hobby population in England 
has been increasing for at least 30 years, and there is bound to be a reversal of this trend some 
time.   
 
It was good to see a Kingfisher at Kenn Pier.  A few survived the winter and young birds are now 
repopulating former territories.  A walk along „little‟ Davis Lane produced lots of birds with various 
warblers and Long Tailed Tits most obvious.  The tall hedges on both sides of the lane are very at-
tractive and beneficial to small birds.    Also present was a Harris Hawk (an escapee) but I doubt if a 
bird born in captivity would pose much of a threat to the resident birds. 
 
Migration has continued apace along the sea wall with lots of Wheatears in particular.  
Notable waders have included Curlew, Sandpiper, Sanderling and Bar Tailed Godwit, whilst Ringed 
Plovers totalled an astonishing 600 birds. A visit by a male Sparrowhawk reduced their numbers by 
one, but when a Peregrine came by soon afterwards all the birds were very wary and the Peregrine 
probably sensed this and flew on. 
 
At the Blakes‟ Pool reserve heavy rain brought out a hunting Barn Owl in mid-morning and a Water 
Rail called to announce his return for the winter. A Garden Warbler was a notable migrant with sev-
eral Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps and Whitethroats for company. 
 
John Croxton located 5 Whinchats on the YACWAG field on Kenn Moor and they had been joined 
by a couple of Wheatears the next day.  Cettis Warblers had resumed singing on Congresbury 
Moor where a Peregrine flew steadily south, almost certainly on migration 
 

Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 
 
STOP PRESS  Hobby seen over Yatton 3 hours after writing this note! 

THE VILLAGE MARKET and COFFEE MORNING 
 

 A great success - the unanimous verdict by all present!! The new arrangement of    
tables and seating for refreshments pleased both sellers and buyers and certainly the 
organisers. 
 

The charity donated to this month is the Red Cross and £50 will be sent to them.  We 
have volunteers to run the coffee and cakes for the next three markets so many                                          
thanks in advance to them. 
 
We intend to have a Tombola at our Christmas Market and will be  pleased to receive 
gifts for prizes over the next three months, if anyone should have unwanted items. 
They should be passed on to Grace or Joyce. 
 

THE NEXT MARKET / COFFEE MORNING IS ON  OCTOBER 8TH                    
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Margaret‘s Mutterings 
 
Our 18 year old goalkeeper, Jack Butland is living back in Kenn for a while having represented England in 
Columbia and other distant lands.  Reports about him keep appearing in the daily papers, (Daily Express 5th 
September). We understand that he has been „on loan‟ to Cheltenham for a while.   
 
Please don‟t be shy about your family, interests, hobbies  - we  love to hear all the wonderful things they get 
up to....  So let us know email Margaret.john@btinternet.com  
 
 

 
We extend a warm welcome to Jenny and Don Wilby who  moved into Woodbine  Cottage at the end of 
August .  It was good to meet them at the Harvest Supper where they are pictured with Robert and  Lise 
Willcox and Patricia  Scott from White Cottage.   
                                                                                                                                     
We are also delighted to welcome Mr and Mrs Anthony and Rosemary Kembry who have recently moved 
into Yardlea in Duck Lane (neighbours  for John and Sylvia Staples) and look forward to meeting them soon.      
 
We send our sympathy to Jean and Ray Naish and family on the death of Jean‟s sister Audrey Smith 
recently.  Audrey, nee Fortune, was aged 86 and had, for many years, enjoyed joining villagers at our Annual 
Christmas Tea Party.  She will be sadly missed.  Audrey lived in Clevedon all her life, except when she was 
a member of the ATS during World War II. 

 
Liz Jaehme  - Congratulations to Liz who was a member of the choir in New York on the 10th 
Anniversary  of 9/11 (on stage with opera singer Jessie Norman).  What an honour, but how 
emotional.  Since she has been home she has spent some time  in hospital,  but we understand 
from her mum Margaret Cook that she is now recovering. 
 
NOVEMBER NEWS & VIEWS  -  Copy to me by 27th October please.                                                                                
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……………. She‘s escaping ……..without her handcuffs! 
 
Lise is very happy to announce that as of the 24

th
 October;   I will be no longer a serving police 

officer!   The truncheon will be hung up and blood pressure on a permanent holiday.   After a back 
fusion in 2005 future career prospects were also getting really rather boring and very limited.  
Subsequently I am really lucky to be in receipt of an offer of a medical pension, hooray and 
whoopee!    
 

All Kennites are invited to my party on 12
th

 November. 
 
That said it was an awesome mind bending experience!   
 
Really interesting 18 years of total and utter bedlam!   I started as a „Special‟ in ‟92 in Weston– 
super-Mare.  Then returned Nov ‟93 as a probationer.   
 
During my first year I assisted in digging up a dead body near the Boulevard which was mummified!    
It was that of a chap murdered over a decade before!   But after a couple of years of too many night 
clubbing drunks throwing up over me, I felt a change to something quieter was in order.  So I 
transferred to Knowle West!  It was fabulous and I served very happily there and later in Brislington.    
My community interest led me into working with and mentoring young repeat offenders. 
 
But I always really wanted to work in the Old Market area of Bristol where my father‟s family was 
once in business and where everything was just so completely diverse 24 hours a day!   I served in 
a front line post at Lawrence Hill and then St. Paul‟s which was an amazing time, you really never 
knew what might happen next.  I often worked alone at night and specialized in dealing with rape 
and domestic violence victims as well as a „back-up‟ officer.  I found myself climbing walls, chasing 
weird people around alleys and having even weirder conversations with cell prisoners. 
 
My saddest memory was having to strip search young drug addicted female sex workers; when I 
saw more needle marks than clear unblemished skin.  But the best memory was their reaction to 
being given hot drinks and sweets on freezing days.  I got to know some by name, perhaps a 10 
minute chat in the police car to see how they were and let them warm up a bit; it‟ s quite horrible 
watching their decline from heroin to the inevitable crack addiction knowing that you have to arrest 
them and then upon their release they go out again and „make up time‟ to get yet another fix.  Other 
memories were of course night after night of city-centre fights, or warring domestics; once 
ascending smoke-filled stairs to arrest a distressed man who had set alight to his bedroom while still 
in it, (naked!), I eventually opened his door to have a thrown petrol bomb whiz past, miss, smash 
and ignite, fortunately the fire brigade were there too. I thought I was on another planet at work - it 
was often complete and utter unbelievable adrenaline-fueled madness. 
 
From shivering up trees doing drug observations to breaking up fights, it was interesting but mind 
battering too; after years of looking into an „abyss‟ of depravity, a broken nose, skinned knee and 
two burst discs, I got a desk job starting with being a HQ 999 operator and dispatcher.  Lastly 
returning to Old Market to compiling prosecution files. 
 
…………………And now its all gone and I am very, very happy to not be chasing monsters and live 
blissfully in the beautiful village and sanctuary of Kenn. 
 

Lise Willcox 
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  WANTED  
 
With all the cuts that our beloved district council will have to institute over the coming years, there 
will come a lessening of the litter picking and general  tidying of our roadside verges.  So it is time 
for Kennites to stand up and be  counted. If we want our environment to be clean and tidy we will 
have to be  more responsible for our own litter picking.  
 
 At the moment we do an annual Tidy Up, usually in advance of the Best Kept  Village competition, 
but it is becoming necessary to do this more often. There  are a few public spirited souls who do 
pick up some litter when they are out walking, but we need to do more.  I suggest that we form 
some sort of Rota so that the burden does not always  fall on the same hard working people. All I 
am really asking for is that you give  maybe an hour of your time every few months to go round the 
roads in the Parish and remove the MacDonalds bags( why do they bring them all the way out 
here?), crisp packets, drinks cartons/bottles etc.. 
 
So please, YOUR community NEEDS you! Just let me know that you are willing to take part and I 
will try to organise a reasonably untaxing rota.  
 
     Please contact me Robin Mackay on 340323 or 07860235495 ASAP.  

Kenn Knights 
The launch of  local licensed charity bar facilities exclusively at Kenn village hall 

commences  November 12th from 8pm (Lise’s police retirement party), when 
we will be serving our own specialist light alcoholic punch, local cider and draught 

beer.  Wine by the glass and bottle, lager and a large variety of  popular soft 
drinks. 

 

Our staff  are all local volunteers and our initial aim is to assist in raising funds 
for a replacement village hall roof, with a view to supporting other charities as and 

when appropriate. 
 

For further enquires including bookings please contact Lise Willcox at Yew Tree 
Farm Kenn,  07768416738 or lise.willcox@sky.com 

mailto:lise.willcox@sky.com
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John’s Birthday Party 
 
Many thanks to everyone who came to John’s Birthday party. We had a fabulous time. During 
the afternoon good company and drinks.  In the evening music, hot dogs and a bar. Several 

bands played. Then the musicians, several of whom had never met before, formed impromptu 
bands and made excellent music.   It was brilliant to see villagers, our family and so many of 
our friends together and enjoying themselves. 

 
Many thanks to Hazel who made a delicious birthday cake.     Lise, who gave us a generous 

discount on sausages and burgers. Marianna, for making a vast quantity of coleslaw, all of 
which was eaten. James from Duck Lane who brought his drum kit and played with the bands. 
John Williams from Claverham who did the bar. ‘The Bonne Bouche’ in Clevedon for doing the 

barbeque. Special thanks go to Margaret and John for letting us use the village hall for three 
days.  They also let us use the fields for car parking and camping. We really appreciated this. 

 
One of the best aspects of the party was that several generation were at ease and happy     
together. One of Matthew’s friends said it was the best night of the summer.      

I have to admit, I agree with him.   
 

Caroline Holden  

Being Green. I’m doing my best. 
 
This is my last monthly Being Green. I cannot believe a year has passed and I have learnt so 
much about planting, growing and tending. The tomatoes are almost over.    A warm spell is 

forecast so this may ripen the outdoor green tomatoes. See I’m getting the hang of this! If not 
Hugh Fernley Wittingstall has a great recipe for fried green tomatoes.  The chillies were grown 

in a pot in the green house. They can be harvested and stored. I grew several green peppers 
and the long waited for squash appeared.  Only one single squash but it made my harvest 
complete.  

 
So what will I do differently next growing year? Sow peas earlier and more of them. I grew 

them this year in an old pot and the soil was not the best. A well fertilized bed will produce 
more peas. A years worth of compost has now rotted down nicely. So when I weed out the 
beds, the compost can be dug in for the new growing year. I could be more adventurous and 

grow a greater variety of vegetables. Also I have no illusions about my Greenness, I have not 
lightened my Carbon footprint a jot. Two flights to Belfast will undo my good intentions. But 

there, we can only do what we can do. 
 
Doing things together as a community is part of a green ethos.  We have won an award on the 

strength of the activities in the village. Brilliant and thanks to Hazel for compiling what we 
have been doing as a community.  

  
As you know I like to support the local shops. Through recommendation I went to Arnett’s Co-
sy Kitchen on Old Street in Clevedon. A small welcoming café. Good coffee and a compact 

menu. Arnett makes fabulous cakes. She won several prizes at Clevedon Flower Show.  
On a return visit I sampled her Caribbean curry. It was delicious, mild and flavoursome.  

Perhaps this will be my next column. A visit to local eateries then report back to the News & 
Views.     

 
Caroline   
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